CAJSASTINA ÅKERSTRÖM – ARTIST
The Covid-19 pandemia rearranged the agenda for Swedish singer/songwriter CajsaStina Åkerström.
But not only in a negative way. On the contrary, with all live appearances cancelled from early 2020
she finally had the time to focus on a fantasy since
childhood: to really try out on a possible other aspect to
artistry, painting.
She reflects: “I started from zero in intuitive, playful mood, it
has been a fantastic first journey.”
In June 2021 she had a first exhibition at Persona Galleri in
her southeastern Sweden hometown Kalmar. The reaction
was overwhelming, she sold all her first works and received
all over positive reviews and media reactions both locally and
domestically, including national TV. For now her focus is
totally on painting.
CajsaStina paints exquisitely detailed still lifes with oil pastel
crayons and pastel pencils in a technique that is both
according to the schoolbook and homemade.
She uses palette knife to blend layers of colours and then the
knife, her fingers and pencils as “brushes” to achieve nuances, shades and tones. The end result are
still lifes that are figurative, organic and intuitive with play of light always a key factor.
She finds the motives in her immediate surroundings. Details at home, nature scenes around her
countryside cottage, boats and buildings just a short walk or bicycle trip away from her small studio.
Fine Art Prints are now available of some of CajsaStina´s oil pastels. Giclée prints on 308 g
Hahnemühle Photo Rag. Don’t hesiate to contact Jonas at Persona gallery for information:
jonas@personagalleri.se

BLACK BERRIES IN A GREEN GRAPPONIA
”Here I immediately thought I found an interesting composition of colors and materials. The lime
green plums, the red-yellow tea, the blackberries, and not least the glass designer Nanny Still's nice
green vase, all in sensual interaction with my work tools, the pencils and the oil pastel crayons. The
mirror in the background reproduces part of the scenery. I spent a lot of time getting to it, took
hundreds of photos, in the end the exact combination was there.”
2021, Fine Art Print, 54 X 85, signed in limited edition (1-100), 5 500:- SEK

INDIAN CRESS
”Indian cress is my favorite flower. The scent, the crunchiness of leaves and stems, the flowers
countless shades of everything from dark red, orange to the lightest pastel yellow. It is as if the petals
possess an inner light, especially the fiery red flowers - which can be seen in the painting - they seem
to glow in the dark. In English the flower is generally called nasturtium and from abroad I have
sometimes received questions about the name. But I simply think it sounds more beautiful, more
imaginative with "Indian Cress".”
2021, Fine Art Print, 46 X 64, signed in limited edition (1-100), 4 500:- SEK

SEPTEMBER BLUES
”It is a special time in Sweden when summer turn into autumn. A melancholy ensues, the light
changes, the shadows grow longer. It can be seen in the painting. Blue is the color of melancholy for
me, so here too. By 2020, when the painting came into being, my beloved dog had just passed away,
eleven years old. It was on so many levels the end of an era to me. I wanted to catch it in a painting.”
2020, Fine Art Print, signed in limited edition (1-25) Alt 1: 31 X 48, 3 500:- Alt 2: 49 X 75, 5 500:- SEK

A SUMMERAFTERNOON IN JULY
”This was the first painting where I went away from my imagination and started from reality. I had
taken many pictures of scenes in the area around me with my mobile camera, when I was suddenly
totally captivated by something very close to me. Delayed for a meeting, I saw how the evening sun
suddenly fell through the window onto my work table. A place so close to me in everyday life got a
whole new luster. Everything on the table suddenly began to come alive. I realized the optical effects
in the contrast between light and dark, between shadow and day. A magic in the scene that came as
out of nowhere, a perfect still life. All this aroused a passion to work with glass in the pictures,
something that has since become constant.”
2020, Fine Art Print, Alt 1: 32 X 42, 3 500:- SEK Alt 2: 54 X 70, 5 500:- SEK
signed in limited edition (1-25)

THE OLD WATERMILL
”The motif shows the remains of the gutter at Skräpple mill, in Halltorpsån, just over 30 km south of
the city of Kalmar. The mill was built in 1848, under Värnanäs Estate, and demolished in the early
1980s. In it the flour was ground for the farmers in the area. I pass the remains of the mill almost daily
and think it is a very beautiful and meditative place. Many thoughts and images are born in me.
Especially some summer and autumn days, when the light filters down beautifully through the foliage
on the alders that grow around the old mill.”
2021, Fine Art Print, 52 X 75, signed in limited edition (1-25), 5 500:- SEK

SAFE HARBOUR
”Kolboda harbor is a breathing hole about a mile from where I live. The photo/model for the painting
was taken on a cloudless day in the summer of 2020, when the sky was extremely clear and blue.
Throughout the spring and summer of 2020 I experienced that the sky was bluer than it has been for a
very, very long time. The haze was gone. Probably a factor connected to hardly no airplanes due to
Covid 19. The boat on the painting captures the feeling of lightness/freedom”.
2020, Fine Art Print, 53 X 75, signed in limited edition (1-25), 5 500:- SEK

LANDMARK I
2020, original, 50 X 65, 18 000:- SEK
Also sold as Fine Art print, 25 X 32, signed in limited edition (1-25), 2 500:- SEK

LANDMARK II
2020, original, 50 X 65, 18 000:Also sold as Fine Art print, 25 X 32, signed in limited edition (1-25), 2 500:- SEK

